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About me

● Creator of Developer Diary
● Founded Invide

Invite-only community of remote developers

● Produced Git Commit Show
● Open-Source Contributor and Trainer

● Chess Lover





Have you used Electron before?
Yes/No

Which Linux distro have you used in last 2 years?
Debian

Fedora

ArchLinux

OpenSuse

Other



Introduction to Electron



Electron

A framework to build cross-platform desktop apps

Chromium rendering engine + Node.js runtime Code using web technologies



Hello world

electronjs.org



Packaging your desktop app



Packaging the app

● Supported package targets
AppImage, snap, deb, rpm, freebsd, pacman, 
p5p, apk, 7z, zip, tar.xz, tar.lz, tar.gz, 
tar.bz2, dir

● Build package for all distributions on one 
platform



Distributing your app



Direct 
distribution



Auto updates

● Only for AppImage
● Needs a release server

○ Electron-release-server
○ Hazel
○ Nuts
○ Public Github releases

https://github.com/ArekSredzki/electron-release-server


External 
distribution



Classic Distribution

● deb

● rpm

● pacman

● freebsd

Universal distribution

● AppImage

● Snap

● Flatpak



Classic distribution 



deb

dpkg -i DeveloperDiary.deb

Distribute via your own repository

sudo add-apt-repository your.repo
apt install developerdiary

Distribute via Debian Package Repository
License restriction:  Free, allows to modify and distribute

apt install developerdiary

https://www.debian.org/doc/manuals/distribute-deb/distribute-deb.html#distributing-packages-yourself
https://www.debian.org/doc/manuals/distribute-deb/distribute-deb.html#adding-packages-to-debian


pacman

pacman -S DeveloperDiary

freebsd

pkg install developerdiary

rpm

rpm -i DeveloperDiary.rpm

Distribute via yum

Yum install developerdiary

https://fedoranews.org/alex/tutorial/rpm/1.shtml


Universal 
distribution 



● No desktop integration (gnome)
● No auto-start(gnome)
● Security
● No extra step to publish
● Supports auto-update out of the box

AppImage

Just click to run



● Sandboxing
● Delta updates
● Client is OSS, server is not
● Effort to publish is low

Snapcraft

snap install developerdiary

https://snapcraft.io/docs/releasing-your-app


● Sandboxing
● Delta updates
● Effort to publish is non-trivial

Flatpak

flatpak install flathub 
org.invidelabs.DEVELOPERDIARY

https://github.com/flathub/flathub/wiki/App-Submission


Comparison of 
universal distribution 
channels



Source

https://github.com/AppImage/AppImageKit/wiki/Similar-projects#comparison


Source

https://github.com/AppImage/AppImageKit/wiki/Similar-projects#comparison


Maintain your app



Maintenance ● Upgrade electron and node 

versions every quarter

● Tests before packaging

● Use typescript

● Managing different versions
○ How will you test?

○ Can you test all the channels 

on the same system?

■ Different product names

■ Test server for test 

channels

■ Flag  for client version



Analyze and improve



Analytics ● Linux users expect privacy at 

the core

● Do not use external analytics 

services such as Google 

Analytics

● Anonymous analytics using 

update request logs
○ # of users

○ # of returning users

○ Avg. time spent





@pradeep_io gitcommitshowMindful DeveloperPradeep Sharma

pradeep-io.medium.com


